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RURAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITIES LANDS FEDERAL GRANT 
MISSOULA—
The Rural Institute on Disabilities at The University of Montana-Missoula has received 
about $149,600 in federal funds to expand community employment for individuals with 
psychiatric disabilities.
The grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration will support the first year of a two-year pilot 
project in Livingston, Stevensville, Conrad and Miles City. The grant is renewable for a 
second year.
The project will emphasize self-determination of careers and use of Social Security 
work incentives for return to work. Rural Institute personnel will provide recurrent on-site 
training for mental health staff.
“Individuals with mental illness have a 73 percent unemployment rate, the highest 
among all disability groups,” said Cary Griffin, training director at the institute. Employment 
using a variety of support mechanisms, such as on-the-job training, has proved an effective 
means for people with psychiatric disabilities to regain community membership and economic 
independence, he said.
The grant proposal was supported by four regional Mental Health Centers, Montana
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Alliance for the Mentally 111, Coalition of Montanans Concerned with Disabilities, Montana
Community Partners, the state Substance Abuse and Mental Disorders Division and the state 
Vocational Rehabilitation Division.
For more information about employing individuals with disabilities, contact Griffin at 
(406) 243-2454 or cgriffm@selway.umt.edu.
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